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SIR CASPAR PURDON CLARKE 

IN the death of Sir Caspar Purdon 
Clarke, which occurred in London, 
March 29, the Museum has lost a 
most devoted friend, whom ill health 
alone prevented from leading a long and 
useful career as its executive head. He 
took up his duties as Director in October, 
1905, and it was not many months after 
that when those who came in daily contact 
with him began to realize that his physical 
condition was not what it should be, or 
what he himself tried to believe it was. In 
the following years he grew constantly 
more feeble, and in spite of his heroic strug- 
gles to keep at work it became evident that 
he was overtaxing his energies, which were 
being slowly but surely consumed by his 
efforts. It was this feebleness which g; ve 
him the appearance of being much older 
than he was, for he was only fifty-eight 
when he entered upon his directorship here. 
In May, 1909, he went to London for the 
summer, as he thought, but as it proved 



never to return. His condition at that 
time was so serious that the Trustees voted 
him a year's leave of absence, in the hope 
that complete rest from official duties might 
restore his health and vigor. It did not, 
however, and on the advice of his physician 
he definitely resigned his position last June, 
since which time he has been living quietly 
in England. 

The qualities which most impressed 
themselves upon his associates in the Mu- 
seum were his genial spirits even under his 
affliction, his extreme kindliness of dispo- 
sition, and his zeal to make friends for the 
institution he had come to serve, in doing 
which he was successful not in one circle, 
but in many. Toward those who were 
under him his attitude was always one of 
consideration and entire self-efl^acement. 
It was not his own glory that he sought 
here, but the glory of the Museum; and 
though he had his strong predilections, he 
was always ready to yield them to the judg- 
ment of others when he thought that by so 
doing harmony would be promoted. 
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